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About the Author

James E. Coufal

James E. Coufal, 1999 President of the Society of American For-
esters, is well-known for his scholarship in the field of ethics in the
natural resources profession. Professor Emeritus of the Faculty of For-
estry at the State University of New York College of Environmental
Science and Forestry, he earlier served as Professor and Director of the
New York State Ranger School at Wanakena, the oldest forest technol-
ogy school in the country.

Coming from a background as a self-described “dirt forester,” and
with about 30 years of interwoven teaching and administrative experi-
ence, Professor Coufal develped his strong teaching and research inter-
ests in the areas of environmental ethics and ethical land management
beginning over a decade ago. His national- and state-level involvement
with the Society of American Foresters dates back nearly 20 years, cul-
minating in his election to the presidency in 1998.




